
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

SCHWEIZERISCHER LEBENSTIL UND SCHWEIZERISCHE KUL TUR 
(Swiss Lifestyle and Culture) 

How hard is finding work in Zurich without speaking German? 

"The amount of roles not requiring German or Swiss German is 
increasing, since many companies are realising this is the only way to 
challenge the shortage of experts," he says. Nevertheless, having even 
rudimentary language skills can set you apart from other foreign 
candidates. 

"Show your willingness to learn German. If you aim to be able to follow 
business meetings in German at a B1 level and reply in English, the 
barriers will be lower." 

Stephan Surber, Senior Partner at Page Executive Switzerland, advises 
job-hunters to connect with the local expat community as well as country
related networking organisations such as the Chambers of Commerce. 

Most of these groups including AmCham, Swiss-Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce and the Swedish-Swiss Chamber of Commerce also publish a 
list of its members online, which may be a good guide to finding 
international firms based in Zurich. 

He also suggests jobseekers to target expert networks such as the CFA 
or ACCA community for financial analysts and accountants. 

There are many English-language job portals on hand such as 
jobsinzurich.com, Linkedln and The Local's own searcn engine. But 
experts we spoke to said that recruitment agencies or headhunters could 
prove useful in finding hidden opportunities that are not yet on the market. 

They can also provide feedback on interviews and ask their clients 
questions that a direct candidate would not usually get to ask. 

And if you eventually find yourself across an interviewer, aim to be 
modest and genuine. "Although self-confidence can surely help in most 
jobs, most Swiss people dislike bragging and overstating," reminds 
Schonecker. "So try to show your best side in a realistic way." 

What do the Local's readers say? 

In January, 2022, The Local asked its readers about finding work in Zurich 
- with the importance of English a major factor. 

Generally speaking, the reader responses reflect those of the experts -
that speaking German can be crucial at times, but is not necessary. 

Two thirds (66.67%) of the 30 respondents told us it was "very important" 
to speak German/Swiss German to find a job in Zurich. 


