
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

SCHWEIZERISCHER LEBENSTIL UND SCHWEIZERISCHE KUL TUR 
(Swiss Lifestyle and Culture) 

How hard is finding work in Zurich without speaking German? 

With a strong and resilient job market, Zurich is a major destination 
for international workers. But how important is speaking German -
and can you get by if you only speak English? 

Living and working in Zurich offers many draw cards from high salaries, a 
favourable work-life balance and international working environment. 

In addition to the economic power of the city, which contributes an 
estimated 20 percent of the overall Swiss GDP, Zurich has additional 
permits available to attract foreign workers. 

But how important is speaking German ~ or indeed any Swiss language -
when working in Zurich? 

Can you get by in Zurich without speaking German? 

The greater Zurich metropolitan area includes an estimated 1.6 million 
people, making it one of the largest German-speaking cities in the world. 

However, with half of population of the city's urban area foreign, Zurich 
has an International feel. 

Indeed, it is not unusual to be asked to order in English at bars, cafes and 
restaurants in central areas of the city, due to the influx of foreign workers 

in the hospitality industry. 

Given the prevalence of English and English-speaking workers in the city, 
it is certainly possible to get by if you only speak English in Zurich. 

In addition to ordering in English, officials such as police officers and 
administrative staff at the town hall will also speak English or at least be 
able to direct you to someone who does. 

The same goes for private entities such as insurance companies, as well 
as utility companies for gas and electricity. 

Many official communications such as those from the cantonal 
,.overnment are also made in English. 

Can you work in Zurich without speaking German? 

Of course, the main element here is what industry you work in. English 
teachers will find it easier to get by in Zurich without German than 
emergency room nurses. 

Nikolaus Schonecker, Senior Team Lead at Hays in Zurich specialises in 
fill ing permanent roles in the IT sector. 


