
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

SCHWEIZERISCHER LEBENSTIL UND SCHWEIZERISCHE KUL TUR 
(Swiss Lifestyle and Culture) 

Switzerland: What Germany's new Covid rules mean 
for cross-border shoppers 

Here's what you need to know. 

What do I need to enter Germany? 

A~though there is a 3G requirement to enter Germany, this is waived if you 
will be in the country for less than 24 hours. 

Therefore, unless it's an excessively long shopping trip, you can enter 
without evidence of vaccination, recovery or a negative test. 

You do not need to fill in Germany's entry form if you stay for less than 24 
hours. 

Can people from Switzerland go cross-border shopping in Germany? 

Cross-border shopping in Germany is allowed, however the type of 
evidence you need to provide will depend on what type of shopping you 
will do. 

If you are visiting essential shops - i.e. supermarkets, pharmacies, gas 
stations or bakeries - you do not need to show your Covid certificate. 

However, if you are shopping retail - i.e. non-essential stores selling 
electronics, clothes or other items -you need to be 3G compliant. 

What about meeting friends? 

Meeting people in private is restricted in Baden-Wi.irttemberg, unless you 
can show 2G compliance (recovered or vaccinated against Covid). 

If you are unvaccinated and not recovered from the virus, only one 
household can meet with one person. 

Couples who do not live together are counted as one household. 

What about Christmas markets? 

Generally speaking, you do not need a certificate to visit outdoor 
Christmas markets which are not fenced off. 

There are different rules in different states, however. 
In Baden~Wurttemberg, the rules are relatively tight. 

You can buy many of the arts and crafts which are on offer without a 
certificate. 

However, things change where the markets are fenced off or where you 
are consuming something, i.e. food or drink. 


