
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL SCHWEIZ 

EXPLAINED: WHY IS SWITZERLAND NEUTRAL? 

It is common knowledge that Switzerla~d is a neutral country, but not 

everyone knows how this came about and what exactly ·neutrality" means. 

If you ask a random person to name a neutral country, chances are they 

won't say "Turkmenistan". 

The reason is that many people may not even know that this central-Asian 

nation is indeed neutral, along with Finland, Malta, Ireland, Japan, 

Liechtenstein, Sweden, and Vatican City. 

In most people's minds, the word "neutrality" is synonymous with 

Switzerland, in much the same way as cheese, chocolate, and watches. 

In this sense, Switzerland may well be the world's most famous neutral 

nation, which means it must remain impartial, not take sides in any 

international conflicts, and its forces can only be used for self-defence and 

internal security. 

At least this was the idea behind the country's earliest move toward 

neutrality in the 16th century. Interestingly, it was not driven by any pacifist 

inclinations but by desire for self-preservation and survival. 

This is what history tells us: 

It may come as a surprise that in the Middle Ages Switzerland was a ~ 

~ rrIurs and mercenaries, who fought on the side of those who paid them 

the most. 

In one such conflict, which took place in September of 1515, Swiss soldiers 

fought and lost against France in the Battle of Marignano, in present-day 

Italy. 

That was, of course, long before the Swiss army knife was invented, and the 

soldiers fought with a pike - a long' thrusting spear that could inflict a lot of 

damage on the enemy. 

Nevertheless, the Swiss lost that battle, and decided to cut their losses and 

avoid further involvement in bloody wars. 

They managed to stay out of trouble until 1798, when Napoleon invaded the 

country, making it part of the marauding French empire and compromising 

its neutrality. 


