
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

SCHWEIZERISCHER LEBENSTIL UND SCHWEIZERISCHE KUL TUR 
(Swiss Lifestyle and Culture) 

10 things Zurich residents take for granted 

"Sure thing, coming right up." 

As the largest city in a country with four official languages and a strong lnternational 
contingent, Zurich is truly multilingual. 

It is not unusual to hear conversations jump from English to German to French and 
back to English - with a variety of other languages sprinkled in. 

In Zurich you are surrounded by linguistic diversity pretty muoh anywhere you go. 

There are parts of Zurich where it is easier to navigate with English than with German, 
gNen the presence of international workers in the city. 

While whether that is a good thing or not is a question for another day, but being able to 
genuinely speak at least three languages in a city is relatively rare. 

A beautifully preserved old town 

So this one can again be filed under the category of 'most of Switzerland' rather than 
just Zurich, but for a large, bustling metropolis to have such a beautiful old town is 

relatively rare . 

The reasons for this are different depending on where you're from. Some cities hc1d 
their old towns devastated due to wars or new modem developments, while others are 
too new to even have an old town to start with. 

But While many Swiss villages have an old town to be proud of, Zurich manages to 
blend its old city charm with that of a cosmopolitan, international metropolis. 

Excellent public transport networks wherever you live 

OK so this is something which applies across much of Switzerland, but living in Zurich 
it's easy to forget that great, punctual and clean public transport is in fact not the norm 
the world over. 

A car is seen as a necessity in many of the world's largest cities, but in Zurich it is 
certainly a luxury. 

Fresh, tasty water wherever you go 

Now this is a true example of something where you don't know how good you've got it 
until it's gone. 

Whether you are livin_g in Zurich or just visiting, you never need to buy bottled water 

This is because of the city's estimated 1,200 drinking fountains dotted across town, 
each of which offers fresh, clean and tasty Zurich spring water for free. 

Going to another (non-Swiss) city, you'll have a quick look around before you realise 
that there's not a water fountain in sight. 

Being rich 

OK so not everyone who works in Zurich is rich, but the wage in almost every job is 
Hkely to be far higher than the same job in other cities, no matter where you go. 


