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VON TRAPP FAMILY 

Werner von Trapp (1915 to 2007) 

Biography 

Werner was named for a paternal uncle who was killed during 
World War I. Along with his six siblings Rupert von _Trapp 
(1911-1992), Agathe von Tr~J) (1913-2010), Maria Franziska 
von Tra_p_p (1914- 2014), Hedwig von Trapp (1917-1972), Johanna 
von Trap_Q (1919- 1994) and Martine!_ von Tr~p (1921- 1951), 
father, and stepmother, Maria Augusta von Trapp, Werner 
comprised the Trapp Family Singers, who inspired the 1959 
Broadway musical and the 1965 Academy Award winning Best 
Picture The Sound of Music. In the family chorus he sang tenor. 
Georg and Maria Augusta had three children together: Rosmarie 
von Tr~p (born 1928 or 1929),[4] Eleonore von Trapp (born 
1931), and Johannes von Tr~_p (born 1939). 

The Trapps fled Austria after the German annexation of 
Austria, [s] fearing reprisals resulting from declining to sing at 

Hitler's birthday party and Georg von Trapp's refusal to accept a commission in the German Navy. 
They went to the United States in 1938, settled in Vermont in 1942, and performed throughout the 
country. Georg Ritter von Trapp died in 1947 and the family went on performing until 1956; 
nevertheless, some of the siblings left before the last concert took place on 26 January 1956.l6] 

Werner von Trapp became a naturalized United States citizen while serving in the United S!a__!:es 
Army, initially serving with the 101st Infantry Battalion and later the 10th Mountain _division in Italy 
during World War II. He became a dairy farmer before retiring in Waitsfield, Vermont. 

Werner von Trapp, a mem• 
ber of the musical family made 
famous by the 1959 Broadway play 
and 1965 movie "The Sound of 
Music," has died, bis family said. 
He was 91. 

Mr. von Trapp died Thursday 
at his home in Waitsfield, Vt. The 
cause of death was not announced. 
The family confirmed his death, 
but declined to comment further. 

"The Sound of Music'' was 
based loosely on a 1949 book l J 

his stepmother, Maria von Trapp, 
who died in 1987. It tells the story 
of an Austrian woman who mar
ried a widower with seven chil
dren and teaches them music. 

Born in 1915 in Zell am See, Aus
tria, Mr. von Trapp was the fourth 
child and second son of Capt. 
Georg von Trapp and his first wife, 
Agathe Whitebead. In the musical, 
Werner von Trapp was depicted t,:r 
the character named Kurt. 

.>uring the 1930s, Mr. von 
"'f:lPP studied cello and becanw 

proficient on several other instru
ments. He sang tenor with his 
fami}y's choir, the Trapp Family 
Singers, who won great acclaim 
throughout Europe after thei1 
debut in 1935. • 

ln 1938, Mr. von Trapp and his 
family escaped from Nazi-occupied 
Austria. After they arrived in New 
York, the family became popular 
with concert audiences. The fam
tly eventually settled in Vermont. 

During World War II, Mr. von 
Trapp served in Europe with the 
US.Army. 

After the war, Mr. von Trapp 
returned to his family's farm in 
Stowe and resumed touring with 
the family choir. 

After the Trapp Family Singers 
retired, Mr. von Trapp helped to 
found·a music school in Reading, 
Pa .. called the Community Selin 
of Music. 


