
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL sound of Music 

VON TRAPP FAMILY 

Villa Trapp Salzburg 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the release of The Sound Of 
Music and fans are flocking to the Von Trapps' home town to mark 
the occasion (300,000 fans do a Sound Of Music tour in the city every 
year, but those numbers have increased this year). 

On October 17, the city will play host to a celebratory gala in the 
Felsenreitschule theatre (itself the setting for one of the film's 
famous scenes), with guests, including cast members, flying in 
from around the world. But right now, I'm more interested in the 
fascinating history of what happened to Villa Trapp after the Von 
Trapps left. 

We're shown to a small brick building in the grounds just behind 
the manor and take a flight of stairs down into the darkness. 
Himmler's bunker - a series of dank concrete rooms - is being 
used as a storage space. It seems most visitors to Villa Trapp are 
much more interested in the stars of the musical than war history. 

Villa Trapp itself is not the palace depicted in the film but a large, 
22-room historic home built in 1863. Georgvon Trapp and his 
children moved there in 1924 folJowing the death of his first wife. 

After the war, a religious group, the Catholic Missionaries of the 
Precious Blood, bought the property from the Von Trapps, who had 
had their ownership restored after the Nazis were defeated. 

While he lived there, Himmler used the home as his summer 
residence, converting one of the children's rooms to his office and 
installing a barracks for SS officers in the grounds. 

Although the Nazi leader died in Germany, Unterkofler says the 
priests that moved in after the war could hear the creaking of the 
boots of Himmler's ghost on the floorboards at night. They 
performed three exorcisms to get rid of his presence, but none was 
successful. In the end, the "ghost" was finally driven away after a 

, carpenter fixed the boards. 
The priests rented out the property in the 1990s and it became a 
hotel in 2008. Now, guests can stay in rooms that belonged to 
various members of the Von Trapp family and are labelled as such. 


