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"The Sound of Music" Trivia 

3.) Many people all over the World believe that "Edelweiss" is an Austrian folk 

song or even the national anthem. In fact, it was written by Oscar Hammerstein 
and is hardly known in Austria. This is not the only cultural confusion that one 

can find in "The Sound of Music" being a critical Austrian. 

The Salzburg Festival, in "real life" one of the World's best classical music, drama 

and opera festivals, is portrayed to be a non-professional's folk music 

competition. The "Landler'' dance that Maria and Kapitan von Trapp perform in 
the movie actually exists, but is done completely different in Austria. 

4.) Maria was never a nun. She wasn't a novice either. In fact, she was more or 

less an "internee" in the most basic level of monastic admission, just evaluating 
whether or not the life as a nun would be suitable for her. Maria's foster parents 
raised her actually as socialist without much religious affiliation. Later on, Maria 
became increasingly religious whilst she studied to become a teacher. 

5.) Apparently it is true that Georg von Trapp had trained his children to respond 

to specific pitches when he blew a whistle. However, he did not call Maria in as a 
governess, but as a teacher for his second-oldest daughter. She was ill and had 
to be home-schooled. Her name was also Maria, but changed for the movie-role 

to avoid confusion. To make things worse: Liesl is - at least in real life - a man 
named Rupert ("I am masculine, going on feminine ... "). 

6.) The Trapp family did indeed have to flee from the Nazis. However, they had 
stayed in Salzburg together for quite a while, Maria and Captain von Trapp had 
got married in 1927, Austria was incorporated into NaZi Germany in 1938. When 

they left Austria, they pretended to attend a hiking trip and took a train to Italy. 
In the movie, they hike to Switzerland, excellently played by Untersberg 
Mountain, which is actually about 300 kilometres away from Salzburg. 


