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VON TRAPP FAMILY 

Life in America 

Move to the United States 

Io the 1940s, the family moved to Stowe, Vermont, where they rao a music camp when they were not 
touring. In 1944, Maria Augusta, Maria Franziska, Johanna, Martina, Hedwig and Agathe applied for 

U.S. citizenship, whereas Georg never applied to become a citizen. 
Rupert and Werner became citizens by serving during World War 
II, while Rosmarie and Eleonore became citizens by virtue of their 
mother's citizenship. Johannes was born in the United States in 
Philadelphia on the 17th January 1939 during a concert tour.C13l 
Georg von Trapp died in 1947 in Vermont after suffering lung 
cancer. 

When their six months visitors' visas expired, they went on a short Scandinavian tour and 
returned to New York in October 1939. They were held at Ellis Island for investigation by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, apparently because when asked by an official how long 

they intended to stay, instead of saying "six months;• as specified on their visas, Maria 
exclaimed, "Oh, I am so glad to be here- I never want to leave again!" The Story of the Trapp 

Family Singers notes that they were released after a few days and began their next tour. 

In the 1940s the family moved to Stowe, Vermont, where they ran a music camp when they were ?ot 
touring. In \ 944, Maria and her stepdaughters Joh~~, Martina, Maria, ~edwig, and A~~the applied for 
U.S. citizenship. Georg never applied _lo become a citizen. Rup~1: and Wen_ier became_ citizens ~y 
serving during World War ll. Rosmane and Eleonore became c1t1zens by virtue oftheu mother s 

citizenship. Johannes was born in the United States. 

Maria von Trapp s Declaration 
of Intention to become a U.S. 
citizen. (Records of District 
Courts of the United States, 
RG 21) 
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Part of the story ofthe real von Trapp family can be found in the records of the National 
Archives. When they fled the Nazi regime in Austria, the von Trapps traveled to America. Their 
entry into the United States and their subsequent applications for citizenship are documented 
in the holdings of the National Archives and Records Administration. 


