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"My mother (Maria) and I along with my mother's niece Barbara took a trip back t o 

Austria when we heard they were making the movie," Rosmarie said. "We met Julie 

Andrews and the crew and they allowed us to be in the movie." 

Rosmarie, her cousin and her mother (whose life and memoir the movie is based on) 

can be seen walking across the road when Andrews (playing Maria) passes under an 

arch during the song " I Have Confidence." 

"We had to walk across that road 10 times," Rosmarie said of the amount of camera 

"takes" to get the scene correct. That was the end of being in movies for me," she said, 

Rosmarie candidly described the flag of the time to the children as "all red and a white 

circle in the center. In the middle of t he circle was a black spider." The spider, of course, 

a Nazi Party swastika. Rosmarie's father subsequently refused the invitations by Hit ler. 

"Do you know what to do when you say 'no' to a big bully who kills? You escape to a 

refuge," Rosmarie explained to the children. 

Her father asked each of the children personally if they wanted to escape to the United 

States. If any one of them didn't want to leave, the Captain said he'd keep the family in 

Austria. They all agreed to leave. 

"Father didn 't ask me, though. I was only nine years old," Rosmarie said. "At that time, 

if you were nine years old, you were only allowed to listen and obey." 

Though the movie ends with the family escaping-over the mountains, she said this was 

not how they escaped. 

"We took a train nearby our home. Then we spent 10 days on a boat," Rosmarie saic:! of 

her journey before reaching the Statue of Liberty. 

Her family lived in Philadelphia for three years, where her youngest brother was born. 

But her fat her wanted to move to a location that reminded him of Austria. 

A family friend found the perfect location: Vermont. 

They converted an old barn into their new home. t hen into a hotel resort. 

Rosmarie spent time in New Guinea as a missionary, then as an archeologist in Israel. 

She now resides at her home in Stowe, Vermont. 


