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VON TRAPP FAMILY 

Maria Agatha Franziska Gobertina von Trapp (1914 to 2014) 

father, and stepmotlier, Maria Augusta von Trapp, she was part of 
the Trapp Family Singers, who inspired the 1959 Broadway 
musical and the 1965 Academy Award-winning Best Picture The 
Sound of Music. Von Trapp sang second soprano in the choir, 
together with her sister Martina von TraQP. The family fled 
Austria after the German annexation of Austria, fearing reprisals 
resulting from declining to sing at Hitler's birthday party and 
Georg von Trapp's refusal to accept a comm1ss1on in Nazi 
Germany's KriegsmarineJ3] 

They emigrated to t he United 
States in 1938, settled in Vermont 
in 1942, and performed throughout 
the country. Baron von Trapp died 

in 1947. Maria Franziska became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1948 and 
lived at her family's lodge in Stowe, Vermont. The family continued to 
tour until their last concert on 26 January 1956,[4] at which time Maria 
Franziska and her stepmother became lay missionaries in Papua Ne~ 
Guinea where Maria Franziska adopted a son, Kikuli Mwanulmzi. 
From 22 July 2008 to 27 July 2008, she visited her childhood home in 
Salzburg/Aigen and her birthplace in Zell am See.[2 J[7J[SJ 

Accompanying her were her half-brother Johannes and her sister-in-law Erika (Werner's widow). 
During their visit, the group met with Ernst Florian Winter, the husband of her sister Johanna 

(1919-1994). 
------- ---

She was the last survivor of the seven original von Trapp children. Three half-siblings, from her 
father's second marriage, Rosmarie von Tra_Qp (born 1929[9]), Eleonore von Trapp (born 1931), and 
Johannes von Trapp (born 1939), are still alive, but were not featured in The Sound of Music.[10

] 

Maria Franziska von Trapp died on Tuesday, 18 February 2014 in Stowe, Vermont at the age of 99, 
seven months before her 100th birthday.[1J[2 J[io][n][12J -

STOWE, YT. (AP) - Maria von 
Trapp, the last surviving 
member and second-eldest 
daughter of the musical 
family whose escape from 
Nazi-occupied Austria was 
the basis for "The Sound of 
Music," has died. She was 99. 

Von Trapp died at her 
home in Vermont on 
Tuesday, according to her 
brother Johannes von Trapp. 

"She was a lovely wom
an who was one of the few 
truly good people," he said. 
"There wasn't a mean or 
miserable bone in her body. 

f think everyone who knew 
her would agree with that." 

Maria von Trapp was the 
last surviving member of the 
seven original Trapp Family 
Singers made famous in "The 
Sound of Music." Their story 
was turned into a Broadway 
musical in 1959 and a 1965 
film, which won the Oscar 
for best picture. Trapp was 
portrayed as Louisa in the 
film and musical. 

She was the third child 
and second-oldest daugh
ter of Austrian Naval Capt. 
Georg von Trapp and his first 

wife, Agathe Whitehead von 
Trapp. Their seven children 
were the basis for the sing
ing family in the musical and 
film. 

"The Sound of Music'' 
was based loosely on a 1949 
book by von Trapp's second 
wife, also Maria von Trapp, 
who died in 1987. It tells the 
story of an Austrian woman 
who married a widower with 
seven children and teaches 
them music. 

In 1938, the family escaped 
from Nazi-occupied Austria. 
After they arrived in New 

York, the family became 
popular with concert audi
ences. The family eventually 
settled in Vermont, where 
they opened a ski lodge in 
Stowe. 

Von Trapp played accor
d ion and taught, Austrian 
dance with sister Rosmarie 
at the lodge. 

She wrote in a biography 
posted on the Trapp Family's 
website that she was born in 
the Austrian Alps after her 
family fled fighting from 
World War I. 

"Growing up we were sur-

rounded by music. Father 
played tlie violin, accordion 
and mandolin. Mother played 
piano and violin," she wrote. 
"I have fond memories of our 
grandmother playing the pia
no for us after meals." 

Her biography on the web
sitealso said that she worked 
as a lay missionary in Papua, 
New Guinea. 

Rosmarie von Trapp, 
Johannes von Trapp and 
Eleonore Von Trapp 
Campbell were born to Georg 
von Trapp and Maria von 
Trapp. 


