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"The Sound of Music": Fact or Fiction 

Real Story of the von Trapp Family 

The Real Maria 

The real Maria described herself as 'horrid' 

Maria Augusta Kutschera was born in 1905 and after being orphaned at a young age, was 

reportedly sent to live with an abusive uncle. She attended teachers' college where she 

discovered religion and converted to Catholicism before becoming a candidate for the novitiate 

in Salzburg. Portrayed on film by Andrews as demure and self-effacing, the real Maria was in 

fact a real problem while at the convent, describing herself as "horrid, the worst you can 

imagine," in a 1980 article which includes a list of transgressions such as breaking china, 

speaking during periods of silence, running in the courtyard, whistl ing Gregorian chants and 

climbing on the convent roof. 

Maria was hesitant about marrying Captain von Trapp 

Like the film, Maria and Georg were in fact married only a year after the novice arrived as 

governess. Unlike the film, they were actually married in 1927, more than a decade before 

fleeing Austria in 1938. Georg was 25 years older than Maria and the match was not love at 

first sight. Though Georg had fal len for Maria and asked her to stay with him and become a 

second mother to his children, Maria was not as sure of the union, regortedly saying, "God 

must have made him word it that way because if he had only asked me to marry him I might 

not have said yes." 

Maria Augusta Kutschera had indeed been a novice at-Nonnberg Abbey in Salzburg and had been 

hired by the von Trapp family. However, she was hired only to be a tutor to young Maria Franziska 

("Louisa" in the movie), who had come down with scarlet fever and needed her lessons at home, not 

to be a governess for al1 of the children.[144] Maria and Georg married for practical reasons, rather 

than love and affection for each other. Georg needed a mother for his children, and Maria needed the 

security of a husband and family once she decided to leave the abbey. "I really and truly was not in 

love," Maria wrote in her memoir, "I lil<ed him but didn't love him. However, I loved the children, so 

in a way I really married the children. I learned to love him more than I have ever loved before or 

after." They were married in 1927, not in 1938 as depicted in the film, and the couple had been 

married for over a decade by the time of the Anschluss and had two of their three children together by 

that time~ Maria later acknowledged that she grew to love Georg over time and enjoyed a happy 

marriage. 


