
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL sound of Music 

"The Sound of Music": Fact or Fiction 

Real Story of the von Trapp Family 

The Real Maria 

Maria Von Trapg_(maria-von-trar2P-.html)_ became a wife and mother and 

then years later was fleeing the country into her new lifel How did she 

really feel about it? 

The Trapp family is inseparably linked with Salzburg - but many facts aren't 
widely known Did you know that the famed family lost its fortune in 1933 and 
Maria von Trapp dismissed the servants, moved the family into the servants' 
quarters and rented out their former home? One of her guests. upon hearing 
her children sing, suggested they enter a folk music contest. It's here that the 
familiar story began, leading to one of the most successful musicals ever. "The 
Sound of Music" gave us "Edelweiss," "Do-Re.Mi" and "My Favorite 
Things." classics still passed from generation to generation. 

Born on a train en route to Vienna on January 261 1905, Maria Augusta Kutschera's 

anxious entrance into the world set in motion a life full of remarkable and 

challenging events that would be immortalized on stage and screen. Maria's mother 

died when she was only 2 years old and her father left her with an elderly cousin, ,._ 

where she experienced a lonely and strict upbringing. 

Surprisingly, Maria grew up as a socialist and atheist who was cynical of all religions, 

until a chance meeting with a Jesuit pr iest at her college changed her beliefs and the 

course of her life. Maria dedicated her life to the convent, but was taken away from 

the outdoor activities she loved so much. As a result of her lack of fresh air and 

exercise, her doctor became concerned for her health and the decision was made to 

send her to the home of retired naval captain, George von Trapp. Her position was not 

governess to all the children, as the movie portrayed, but specifically to the captain's 

daughter who was bedridden with rheumatic fever. 

The rest is truly history. Maria never returned to the convent and married the Captain 

on November 26, 1927. This is the story that has been made immortalized by The 

Sound of Music. Maria von Trapp passed away on March 28, 1987 and is interred in 

the family cemetery at the Trapp Family Lodge. 


