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"The Sound of Music": Salzburg's most hated and loved musical 

Apart from gross distortions of the real story, the movie 

and musical also changed some details from Maria von Trapp's 

book: The Captain's oldest son was a boy and not Lies!, and 
the names of the children were changed, too. The repertoire of 
the actual Trapp Family Singers was entirely classical, and - we 

are surprised - not 1960ies Broadway musical songs with a touch of Austrian

style folklore. 

Furthermore, Maria and the Captain had married in 1927, so quite a while 

before the Nazi occupation in 1938. When they fled, they did that by taking a 
train to Italy rather than hiking to Switzerland, which is about 300 kilometres 
away from Salzburg. That much about authenticity. 

With "Do-Re-Mi'' around the World 

The musical was produced several times for major stages all over the World. In 
2005, it was played at the Volksoper in Vienna - the first production in 
Austria. Meanwhile, a cult and industry has evolved around "The Sound of Music" 

in Salzburg, with souvenirs, a "Sound of Music Dinner Show", "Sound of 
Music Tours" and every sort of tackiness one can possibly imagine. 

The more surprising is the fact that it still remains largely 
unknown. To locals from Salzburg, "The Sound of Music" is still 

"that musical that tourists like". The only place where it is 
screened frequently - or 24 hours a day, in extreme cases - is 

the youth hostels in Salzburg. 

Taken all sales together, "The Sound of Music" is one of the most successful 
musicals and movies of all times. The show was performed about 1,500 
times with the original production only, it won 6 Tony Awards and records sold 
more than 3,000 times. The movie is considered to be the second-largest 

grossing picture ever, behind "Gone with the Wind" and was won 5 Oscars. 

In 2001, the United States Library of Congress classified "The Sound of Music" 
as "culturally significant". In terms of sold tickets, the movie ranks third in 
terms of both, number of sold tickets and profit, again behind "Gone with the 

Wind" and "Star Wars" . 


