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VON TRAPP FAMILY 

Werner von Trapp (1915 to 2007) 

,,The von Trapps" 

The von Trapps carry on in the family 
tradition that spawned 'The Sound of 
Music' MarchJ0. 2016 

Siblings bring indie-folk, other sounds to Chandler Arts Center on Friday, April 1 

Melanie von Trapp was 11 when she and her musical siblings - Sofia, Amanda and August -

started performing together as the von Trapp Children, singing the Austrian folk songs they'd 

learned from their grandfather, Werner von Trapp, who also performed with his brothers 

and sisters. If you've seen "The Sound of Music," you probably know him as Kurt. 

When Melanie was growing up, her grandfather would come and visit in Montana. 

"And he would teach us old Austrian folk songs," Melanie says. "So he really encouraged a 

love for this older Austrian folk music. And we were pretty young and loved singing together, 

harmonizing on these old world folk songs. So it was kind of what we stuck to for a whj]e. It's 

very similar to what our grandfather and his siblings did, that same musical genre. And we 

were really young so none of us were writing music until August, my brother, started 

writing." 

Present to their grandfather 

Released in 2003, "The Von Trapp Children, Vol. 1," their first album, was recorded as a 

present for their grandfather. 

"He had a stroke," Melanie says. "So we recorded the songs he would teach us and sent it to 

him because he couldn't come visit us anymore. And that recording sort of turned into our 

first album. After that, we opened for a pianist name George Winston and one thing kind of 

led to the next." 
' 

Her parents never pressured them to sing and never went into the family business. 


