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However, for Sam, because he's a generation removed from the actual family of The Sound of 

Music, the burden is a bit lighter. He has seen the movie a couple times, in fact. He says the 

movie is "one of the reasons - the big one - that people come here; referencing the family 

ski lodge. "The TV ad will be to say, 'Hey, the next generation has taken over the Trapp Family 

Lodge."' 
Johannes is fine with Sam taking things over. "I've sort of done my thing here. Now it's up to 

my son to take it from here." 

Although the original von Trapp siblings have long stopped touring, 
four of Maria and the Captain's great-grandchildren have kept the 

tradition alive. Sofia, Melanie, Amanda and August von Trapp, a 

quartet out of Portland, Qn:gQll, are Werner von Trapp's 
grandchildren. Now all in their 20s, they have been playing together 

since they were kids and will release their first collection of songs, 

"Dancing in Gold:' on April 14. 

Johannes' children, Sam and Kristina, are now the third generation 

of Von Trapps to run the Trapp Family Lodge. They welcome visitors 
from all over the world. On the day that ABC News was there, tourists 

from £lllllw1 and Canada could be heard in the hallways singing 

"Sound of Music" songs, reliving favorite movie moments from their 

childhood. 

Looking back on "The Sound of Music," Johannes said he doesn't see 

the ftlm as a history of his family, but acknowledges that the von 
Trapp story exudes universal. themes about "Love of country, love of 

a man and a woman, love of music, faith in adversity, faith for what's 

going to happen in the future." 

"I'm often asked why the 'Sound of Music' was so successful, and 1 

think I view it as a history of my family, 

... To be critical of something that's been such a strong, positive 

factor would really be childish." 

rn the film, Maria is shown as a bead-strong woman, full of 

adventure, as she finds her way. The real Maria, Johannes said, was 
just 22 when she married Georg and was a force to be reckoned with. 

"She could be very demanding, but she was also very generous; he 

said of !tis mother. "Actually everything she did was sort oflarger 
than life. All her qualities were exaggerated. She ate veryquicl<ly. She 

walked very quicl<ly. She read quicl<ly and widely. It was sometimes 

kind of tough to keep up with her." 


