
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL sound of Music 

"The Sound of Music": Fact or Fiction 

Real Story of the von Trapp Family 

"The Hills Are Alive!" 

Q. W)ly did you stop? 

A. We sang in every possible town in the United States. We ran out of towns, so we went to Canada, 
then South America, Australia, New Zealand and Europe. Finally our manager said, "I don't have any 
more countries for you." So it was time to stop touring. 

Q. Do you miss performing? 

A. No. We were completely worn out after 20 years. 

Q. Do you still listen to music? 

A. l can't, because my hearing aids distort music. 

Q. You write that whenever your family bit a difficult patch, God helped. Was there a reason 
why God took such good care of you? 

A. Nobody's ever asked me that before, but it is true. We dedicated our family to the Lord before we 
even thought of giving concerts, and from then on everything just went [ well]. 

Q. You saw so many horrible things during the Holocaust. Evil things that people did to one 
another. 

A. Terrible. We were all appalled when we heard this was happening, but there was nothing we could 
do about it. 

Q. Did it shake your faith in God? 

A. [laughs] God had nothing to do with it! There were very bad people doing these things, not God. 
So our faith was just the same. 

Q. Why did you write the book? 

A. I wrote it for the younger generation. Everybody was so busy doing their living that nobody 
thought to tell the children their family's history. TI1ey didn't even know why their parents spoke two 
languages! 

Once 1 was visiting my sister-in-law, and her son Martin was there. He asked me a few questions, ana 
I sta1ied to talk about it. He said, you know, you should write that down. (Because he didn't have the 
time to listen!) From then on, l had the idea of writing a genealogy for my nephews and nieces. 

Q. If somebody reading your book is inspired to do something similar, do you have any advice? 

A. They sbou Id just start talking with someone else, to see what parts of their own story are the most 
interesting. And they should write down everything they can remember about their past. 

Q. You started writing this book when you were in your 80s! How much research were you able 
to do? 

A. I went to Germany and tbe town in Austria where my ancestors Lived. The mayor there lent me an 
air-conditioned car and two people to take me anywhere I wanted to go. 


