
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL sound of Music 

VON TRAPP FAMILY 

Georg Ludwig Ritter von Trapp (1880 to 1947) 

onors Baron von 

· STOWE, Vt. (AP) - The 1' • zis 
had overtaken Austria, and Aus
trian naval Capt. Baron Georg 
von Trapp put the question to 
'his famHy of whether to flee 
·their homeland. "If one says no,." 
the story goes, "we all stay." 
· They all said yes. 

Over the weekend, the family 
immortalized in the movie "The 
Sound of Music'' welcomed Aus
trian representatives who com
µiemorated the life of the Trapp 
patriarch. 

At the command of the Austri
an defense minister, the entire 
89-member graduating class of 
the Austrian Theresianum Mili

•tary Academy was flown to the 
Trapp Family Lodge in the hills 
-of Stowe. The family settled 
there upon arriving in the Unit
ed States. 

A line -of soldiers stood at at-

tention Sunday as Chaplain 
Sigfried Lochner of the There
sianum said Mass in German to 
about 300 people, including 
members of the Trapp family, on 
a sunsplashed green beside the 
family gravesite. 

"This is a statement of politi
cal significance," said Walter 
Greinert, 'Austrian consul gener
al to the U.S. "These officers 
represent a new Austria ... The 
fact that I am here is an appreci
ation of the difficult destiny of 
the Trapp family." 

Nearly 60 years after the fami
ly fled to the United States and 
50 years after the Baron's death, 
members of the family said they 
feel a sense of closure. 

"It's a great honor to our fa
ther and our family, and a state
ment also on the part of the Aus
trian officers ... It brings that 

whole episode to an end," said 
Johannes von Trapp, the presi
dent of the Trapp Family Lodge 
and son of the captain. 

Capt. von Trapp, born in 1880, 
attended the Austrian Naval 
Academy in Fiume. His father's 
exploits at sea earned the family 
the title of "von" and the rights 
of nobility. 

He took command of a proto
type submarine during the first 
World War, and found early suc
cess with a new weapon - the 
torpedo. 

Just before World War II, the 
family became famous for its 
choral singing. 

After Hitler invaded Austria, 
Capt. von Trapp was offered a 
position in the German navy. He 
refused and the family eventual
ly moved across the ocean to the 
scenic hills of Stowe. 


