
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Sound of Music 

"The Sound of Music": Fact or Fiction 

Facts about the Real von Trapp Family 
-

23)During World War 2, the oldest two boys were 
drafted and went to Europe to fight against Hit
ler and Germany. The von Trapp family, mean
while, settled in Stowe, Vermont, on 1200 acres 
of farmland, where they built a house by hand, 
worked the farm themselves, and started a mu
sic camp, which eventually morphed into a four 
star ski resort still in business today, known as 
the Trapp Family Lodge. Maria ran the family 
with an iron hand, causing much tension be
tween herself and the children. 

24)The Captain died from lung cancer in 1947 at 
the age of 67. Maria lived until 1986, and she is 
buried next to the Captain in a side yard at the 
Trapp Family Lodge. 

25)The family never benefited financially from the 
Sound of Music. It was based on Maria's mem
oirs, which she sold the rights to for ten thou
sand dollars without consulting anyone. The 
family also got their mansion in Salzburg back 
after the war. The Nazis used the house as a 
residence for Nazi leaders to stay in while visit
ing Hitler at his mountain top chalet about 20 
minutes away in Bavaria. So the family sold the 
house to a religious order of priests. Today the 
house has been reopened as a luxury hotel 
known as the Villa Trapp, based on the world-
in Salzburg. It was very humiliating for the 
once wealthy Captain. 

26)All of the Captain's original 7 children are now 
deceased , his last surviving daughter, Maria, 
who was critically ill when Maria met the Cap
tain in 1926, died a few years ago in her late 
90's. 2 of the 3 children the Captain and Maria 
had are still alive, and their youngest, Johann, 
now owns the Lodge after buying out his sib
lings and their heirs after a bitter family feud 
that lasted many years in courts. After World 
War 2, th e children moved on from the Trapp 


