
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Sound of Music 

"The Sound of Music": Fact or Fiction 

Facts about the Real von Trapp Family 

They met with the manager, and agreed to 
sponsor them on tours, and gave them an ad
vance on their future earnings . They toured the 
country for several years. 

2l)The von Trapp's slowly started to travel 
throu ghout Austria to s ing at concerts, and be
came very famous as a singing musical family. 
The Captain hated every minute of the tou rs, 
but since he was either unwilling, or unable, to 

get a job on his own, this was the only alterna
tive to produce an income. The Captain came 
from an era when the very rich never worked, 

and looked at having a job with 
disdain. 

I 22)Austria was taken over by Ger-
1 many in 1938, and soon after, the 
von Trapp's were asked to sing at 
Hitler's birthday concert, which 
they declined. In addition, the 
Captain was asked to head the 
German submarine fleet due to 
his experience in World War 1. He 
declined that also, and feared for 

his family. So one afternoon, they got into their 
hiking clothes and backpacks (which contained 
all they took from the house.) So they walked to 
the train station, got a train to Italy, and left 
Austria . From there, they boarded an old 
steamer and sailed for America. They never es
caped over the Austrian Alp's. They arrived on 
Ellis Island with a total of 4 dollars between all 
of them, with nowhere to go, and a vague 
promise from a music manager a bout a concert 
wide fame of the family. The house was looted 
after the war, and most of the family's original 
furnishings disappeared. Only a few pieces have 
been found and returned to the mansion. 


