
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL sound of Music 

VON TRAPP FAMILY 

Life in America: Family Rivalry 

Johannes von Trapp has appealed to the state Supreme Court. Lawyers for both sides 

argued their cases before the court this week. Neither von Trapp nor a lawyer for the 

dissenting family members returned calls Friday. 

Hans von Wees, the general manager of the Trapp Family Lodge, insisted that the battle 

going on in Montpelier wouldn't affect the lodge, which on Friday was wreathed in fog on 

an unseasonably warm day, and busy with visitors from out of state. 

"This has been going on for a few years. I don't think there's anything out of the ordinary 

for us to be worried about," von Wees said. 

The von Trapp family fled Austria in 1938, on the eve of World War II, eventually settling 

in the hills above Stowe and building an Austrian-style lodge. The lodge burned down in 

1980 and was rebuilt as a 93-room hotel with 100 additional time share units. The 

development also includes about 45 miles of mountaintop trails for walking and cross

country skiing. 

There's no question the family immortalized in the 1965 film version of"The Sound of 

Music" is what attracts many of the lodge's 150,000 visitors a year. But Tom Kaiden, the 

executive director of the Stowe Area Association, said he wasn't worried that news of the 

family feud would tarnish the image of one of Stowe's principal attractions. 

"The mystique of the family is very important, both to the Trapp family lodge and to 
Stowe," Kaiden said. "But my sense is that the lawsuit is essentially a private matter .... 

To those of us in town, it's not news, nor does it really affect us." 

A revival of "The Sound of Music" is opening March 12 at the Martin Beck Theater in 

New York City. 


