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"The Sound of Music": Fact or Fiction 

Real Story of the von Trapp Family 

The Real Captain 

In keeping with this tone the filmmakers used artistic license to 
convey the essence and meaning of their story. Georg Ludwig von 
Trapp was indeed an anti-Nazi opposed to the Anschluss, and lived 
with his family in a villa in a district of Salzburg called Aigen. Their 
lifestyle depicted in the film, however, greatly exaggerated their 
standard of living. The actual family villa, located at TraunstraBe 
34, Aigen 5026, was large and comfortab1e but not nearly as grand 
as the mansion depicted in the film. The house was also not their 
ancestral home, as depicted in the film. The family had previously 
lived in homes in Zell Am See and Klosterneuburg after being 
forced to abandon their actual ancestral home in Pola following 
World War I. Georg moved the family to the Salzburg villa shortly after the death of his first wife, 
Agathe Whitehead, in 1922.[!_44] In the film, Georg is referred to as "Ca_:g_tain", but his actual family 
title was "Ritter" (German for "knight"), a b-ereditary knighthood the equivalent of which in the 
United Kingdom is a baronetcy. Austrian nol:>ility, moreover, was legally abolished in 1919 and the 
nobiliary particle von was proscribed after World War I, so he was legal1y "Georg Trapp". Both the 
title and the prepositional nobiliary particle von, however, continued to be widely used unofficially as 
a matter of courtesy.[i44] 

Georg was offered a position in the Kriegsmarine, but this occurred before the Anschluss. He was 
heavily courted by the Nazis because he had extensive experience with submarines, and Germany was 

looking to expand its fleet of U-boats. With his family in desperate financial- straits, and having no 
marketable skills other than his training as a naval officer, he seriously considered the offer before 
deciding he could not serve a Nazi regime. Rather than threaten arrest, the Nazis actually continued 
to woo him.[i44J In the film, Georg is depicted initially as a humorless, emotionally distant father. In 
reality, third child Maria von Trapp (called "Louisa" in the film) described her father as a doting 
parent who made handmade gifts for the children in his woodshop and who would often lead family 
musicales on his violin. She has a different recollection of her stepmother, whom she described as 
moody and prone to outbursts of rage. In a 2003 interview, Maria remembered, "[She] had a terrible 
temper ... and from one moment to the next, you didn't know what hit her. We were not used to this. 
But we took it like a thunderstorm that would pass, because the next minute she couJd be very 
nice. "[14s] 

The musical presents a history of the von Trapp family, albeit one that is largely inaccurate: Georg 
Ludwig von Trapp, who was in fact anti-Nazi, lived with his family in a villa in a district of Salzburg, 
called Aigen. Maria and Georg had been married 10 years before the Anschluss and had two of their 
three children before that time. Georg had actually considered a position in the Kriegsmarine, but 
ultimately decided to emigrate)45J The children's names are different, at least part of the reason being 
that a daughter from von Trapp's first marriage was also called Maria. Also, the real-life Maria's maiden 
name was Kutschera, not Rainer. 


