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Portrayals 

The Captain has been portrayed in various adaptations of his family's life such as The Sound of Music, 
both the 1965 film and the Broadway musical, as well as two German films, The Trapp Family (1956) 
and The '[rapp Family in America (1958)_[4i] However, these adaptations often altered the portrayal 
of the Captain. In real life and in the memoir The Story of the Trapp Family Singers, written by his 
second wife Maria Augusta Trapp, the Captain has been described as being a warm and loving father 
who was always around.C4~J[_13J The Captain was portrayed in a more negative light in many 
adaptations though. For instance, in the 1965 film, Georg von Trapp was portrayed as a disciplinary 
man who always went away and did not care for his children or their feelings at the beginning of the 

film.C44] BBC Radio presented a different account of the family in October, 2009, in a play by Annie 
Caulfield called The Von Trapps and Me, focussed on Princess Yvonne, "the woman Captain Von 
Trapp jilted in order to marry Maria."[45][46] 

CaQtain Georg Von TraQQ_(georg-von-traQQ.html)_ was in fact a naval 

captain looking for a new governess for one of his children and thus met 

Maria. But was he really that strict? Did he really use whistles to call his 

children? 

While the von Trapp family hikes over the Alps to Switzerland, in reality they walked to the local train 
station and boarded the next train to Italy, from which they fled to London and ultimately the United States. 

Georg von Trapp, born in 1880, became a national hero as a captain in the Austrian navy during 
World War I. ,He commanded submarines with valor and received the title of "Ritter" (the 
equivalent of the British baronet or "Sir," but commonly translated as "Baron") as a reward for 
his heroic accomplishments. Georg married Agathe Whitehead, the granddaughter of Robert 
Whitehead, the inventor of the torpedo, in 1912. They had seven children together: Rupert, 
1911-1992; Agathe, 1913- ; Maria, 1914-; Werner, 1915-; Hedwig, 1917-1972; Johanna, 
1919- 1994; and Martina, 1921-1952. After World War I , Austria lost all of its seaports, and 
Georg retired from the navy. His wife died in 1922 of scarlet fever. The family was devastated by 
her death and unable to bear living in a place where they had been so happy, Georg sold his 
property in Pola (now Pula, Croatia) and bought an estate in Salzburg . 


