
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL sound of Music 

"The Sound of Music": Fact or Fiction 

Real Story of the von Trapp Family 

"The Hills Are Alive!" 
Read an excerpt. 

Q. How much of The Sound of MIISic was accurate? 

A. TI,e movie is a very nice story, but it is not our story. And it misrepresented my father. He was not 
a d ictator. He was very kind, and did whatever was good for us. 

The movie says my stepmother was the first one who taught us music, with the song "Do-Re-Mi ." 
But our father taught us to play mus ical instruments, and we were always making music with him. 

Q. What about Liesl, your fictional counterpart? In real life, did you fall in love with a nice 
young member of the Hitler Youth w ho delivered telegrams? 

A. It wouldn't have been allowed. In those days, you didn't find your husband by walking out with 

boys. 

Q. How did you feel the first time you saw the movie? 

A. I cried. As a movie, it's a very nice movie, and it's a lot offun. If they hadn't used our name, I 
would probably have enjoyed it. 

Q. How many times have you seen it? 

A. Three times, right after it came out, each time because somebody asked me to. I haven't wanted to 
watch it again. 

Q. Have you made peace with the film? 

A. I have. So many people love the movie that I thought, let the movie be what it is, and let my own 
story be what it is. So I wrote my book to tell my own story. 

Q. What was your favorite part of performing? 

A. I enjoyed singing with my brothers and sisters, because we sounded so good. We also saw the 
world. We saw so many beautiful places, and we'd find time to take a walk and do some s ightseeing. 

Q. What was you r favorite song that you performed? 

A. "Sheep May Safely Graze." bv Johann Sebastian Bach. We sang it while my brother and sister 
played the recorders. It was beautifol. 

Q. You have•such a close-knit family, and you had such a special gift you cou ld share. 

A. We were close because we were a lways singing. My father wrote to his cousin in America: "My 
children s ing all the time. One does that only as long as one is young ." He had seen the terrible war, 
and a lot of terrible things. He was glad we didn't know about those things yet. 

Q. When you were performi ng. did you a nd your s iblings realize bow special you were? 

A. Singing was so fam iliar to us that we d idn't realize how special our family was. But we were 
always very glad to be together. 


