
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL tagliches Leben 

DAS TAGLICHE LEBEN/ DAILY CUSTOMS 
FAMILIENGEBRAUCHE / FAMILY CUSTOMS 

EXPLAINED: What foreign parents should 
know about German schools? 

Another option would be for them to attend a Gymnasium, which is more academic
oriented and prepares children for an Abitur (a school-leaving certificate which leads to a 
university). 

Private schools operate similarly: unlike in the USA, German Privatschulen receive most 
of their budget from the government, with each state putting a cap on how much they can 
charge parents. 

The costs 
of Privatschu/en vary hugely 
depending on the type of 
school and can range from 
€50 to several hundred euros 
per month. Differently 

categorised frrternatfonal 
schools, religious schools and 
boarding schools (/nternat) 
often have much heftier fees. 

By 2019/20, there were .Q 8_ 9 
pnvate schools in Germany, 
according to Statista. The 
German Association of Private 
Schools offers 

a corupm.oens1y'3Jishng crf the drffersnt ;;>JTJ@te ;teh.Q.Q.I:. on offer throughout the country. 

International and bilingual schools 

Germany's international schools, which are mostly privately-run, offer English as the main 
language of instruction and can cost upwards of €16,000 per high school student per year. 
Preschool and elementary grades cost about 30 to 50 percent less. 

There are dozens of international schools in Germany, with 85 percent of their students 
coming from expat families. They differ from bilingual schools, which often have a mainly 
German student body who are seeking to learn in the mother tongue of one or both of 
their parents. 

International and especially bilingual schools can also be public. especially in larger cities. 
Berlin is particularly unique for such schools encompassing many languages, including 
even a French-German school, founded in 1689 for the children of persecuted Huguenot 
children during the Prussian empire. 

Some parents are drawn to these zweisprachige (bilingual) public schools so that pupils 
can enjoy and get fluent in two languages. 

The Association of German International Schools recommends that parents visit schools, 
learn about the curriculum and see what extracurricular activities they have to offer as well 
as how much parental involvement they have before choosing where your child will learn. 

Choosing a school based on the child's length of stay in Germany 

For many parents, opting for a state school over an internatio~al ~chool makes the most 
sense if they plan to stay in Germany long-term and want their children to ~peak and . . 
study in fluent German - particularly if they are at an early age where reading and writing 
in the new language will come more easily. 


