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EXPLAINED: The complete guide to recycling in Germany 
Organic waste 

"Biomi.ill" - anything that's biodegradable, from food waste to reasonable 

amounts of gardening waste - belongs in the compost bin These are 

usually green or brown bins. 

If your accommodation or house does not have an organic waste bin, you 

can request one from the housing management or local council. 

Special waste 

Electric appliances: It is actually illegal to try and dispose of electric 

appliances in general waste or recycling containers in Germany. Items 

under 25 cm can be handed in at any shops that sell electric appliances 

for free. Larger items can be brought to your local recycling center or 

designated collection point. 

You can find out where to dispose of electronic devices near you on !hi:. 

,,, s1le by typing in your postcode. 

If you're trying to get rid of an old phone, you can also donate it to 

charities like handys fuer die umwelt or NABU who put usable phone 

parts of broken or old phones back into circulation or donate them to 

people around the world. 

Batteries and lightbulbs: can be disposed of properly in any shops that 

sell them. They usually have special containers for this. 

Clothes and shoes: You may have noticed some containers on street 

corners that offer to take your old clothes and shoes and donate them for 

you. 

These have become the subject of quite a lot of controversy in recent 

years, as it turns out they usually don't donate your clothes, but ship them 

to other countries, where they are sold off
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or bought in bulk by second

hand and vintage kilo shop suppliers. 

Arguably, this is still better than throwing them into general waste - bi.II 

th<> ethical 1mplicatipns can be pretty dire. 

Another option is to donate them directly to social projects near you, to 

friends and family, or to reuse the materials yourself. 

General waste 

Anything else that doesn't fall into the many categories above goes into 

"Restmi.ill" - general waste. This will be things like non-recyclable 

plastics. These are collected and incinerated at waste plants. 

Anything that has hazardous materials in it - paint , chemicals, lightbulbs 

- does not belong in general waste, and neither does anything recyclable! 


