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EXPLAINED: The complete guide to recycling in Germany 

An overflowing recyling container in Berlin. 

Paper 

Most apartment blocks have a "Papiertonne" or "grune Tonne" (green 

container) in the communal rubbish area. 

If you don't have one, or live in a house, you may need to take your paper 

waste to the nearest recycling bin. These can be found everywhere in 

cities and towns, or at drive-to recycling points in the countryside. 

As the name suggests, all things paper and cardboard belong in this 

container. However: if the paper is stained with grease or food, it should 

go into general waste rather than the recycling bin. 

Thermal paper (like baking paper or train tickets) also belongs in general 

waste. 

Glass 

Glass is one of the more complicated materials to recycle. 

Many houses and apartment blocks don't have their own glass bins. So, 

you'll need to do some wandering or Googling to figure out where your 

nearest "Altglascontainer" is. Some areas have maps online to help you, 

like I· ,s one for Berlin, or tl,1,, one <or Hamburg. 

Before you clank a week's worth of bottles to your recycling point, 

however, make sure to check them first. Most smaller bottles like those 

for soft drinks and beer usually have a "Pfand" - which we'll cover later 

on. 

These shouldn't be thrown into the big containers. 

Green, white and brown glass containers 

There are three types of glass recycling. For all of them, the fol lowing 

rules apply: 

• You should remove any metal or plastic lids (these go into the 

Wertstofftonne) 
• Never recycle crystal glass, as this contains lead (in German it's 

called Bleiglas) 

• Drinking glasses, sheet g lass, porcelain, ceramic and earthenware 

do not belong in the containers 

! The same goes for any kinds of light bulbs - these can be put in 

"Restmull" or handed in at collection stations at drugstores and 

some supermarkets 

Recyclable glass needs to be split by colour: green, white (clear), or 

brown. Any colourful glass that doesn't fit into those three categories 

goes into the green container. 

Pfand 

Mehrwegflaschen 

These are bottles that can be washed and re-fi lled and brought back onto 

the market. You'll usually find the words "Mehrwegflasche", "Leihflasche" 

or "Pfandflasche" on the label or the bottle itself - this basically just 

means "reusable bottle". 


