
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL scHULE 

How German headteachers want to overhaul 
"outdated" school system 

A fresh curriculum 

More than four in five (82 percent) of headmasters told researchers that they were in favour of 

revamping the school timetable and curriculum, whkh is ''no longer in keeping with the times". 

Almost half of the respondents would like to see lessons in different subjects more closely linked 

thematically, while around a quarter think interdisciplinary learning would be valuable. 

"German schools have not yet arrived in the 21st century," the headmaster of a grammar school is 

quoted as saying. "The canon of subjects is madness:" 

Though interest-led, Lndividualised timetables are the exception rather than the rule, many of the 

headteachers surveyed believe this should change. 

Expansion of "aJl-day" schools 

In contrast to the rigid structure of the ordinary school day, 89 percent of the respondents believe a 

switch to an "all-day'' school model is needed. 

In an all-day school, all pupils stay stay together at school on at least three days of the week until the 

afternoon. The timetable can be structured around natural cycles of activity, rest and concentration, 

with lessons, recreation and play alterharing throughout the day. 

Article continues below video 

While some schools follow this model already, the majority of Germans schools don't - they finish for 

the day around lunchtime. However, 82 percent of headteachers think it can contribute significantly 

to equal opportunities by decoupling success at school from the influence of the family home. 

Equality of opportunity 

Educational outcomes can be strongly linked to the home environment - a situation that was made 

worse by the distance-learning required during the pandemic. According to the study, 92 percent of 

headteachers rely on individual support programmes to improve equality in schools, with the vast 

majority wanting to see better equality of opportunity. 

To equip their students for adulthood and the world of work, 93 percent said theywantedmore life 

skills to be taught in class. 


