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Moving house in Germany: 7 things you need to 
know about setting up utility contracts 

3. A lot depends on your rental contract 

Before you rush to a price-comparison website, it's worth checking 

whether your landlord or letting agent has already taken charge of 

organising an energy or gas supplier. 

In many cases, your energy provider will be chosen by your landlord 

for the entire building, and you'll receive a summary of utility costs 

at the end of each year. This document, which is known as a 

'Nebenkostenabrechnung' (a summary of additional costs) can tell 

you whether you've overpaid and are in line for a refund (yes!), or 

whether you've used more energy than expected and will be paying 

more next year (uh, oh). 

In almost all cases, you'll be expected to organise your internet and 

landline provider yourself, and in some, you'll also need to take 

charge of organising your own energy. 

If you've just bought your own property, you may have the option to 

transfer the old tenant or owner's contract over to your name. Most 

people, however, prefer to just start from scratch and scour around 

for the best deal. Which brings us to our next point... 

In recent years, Germany has become a mecca for sustainable 

electricity, with 46% or the country's energy coming from 

in 2019. With a generous dose of state subsidies poured 

into this sector, choosing green energy - or bkostrom - can also be 

an incredibly cost-effective option, generally costing the same or 

less than the environmentally unfriendly options. 

If you look at the websites of eco-friendly energy providers such as 
or , you can get an estimate 

of your annual costs and check out any bonuses you can get for 

switching, such as free bicycles, tablets or money off your next bill. 


