
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UND DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

The Germans and the flag: "It's complicated" 

Despite the flag's lack of connection to the Nazi regime. neo-Nazis and the far-right have latched to the colors 

'Insidious reinterpretation' since 2014 

But even if the Nazis were less interested in the colors of today's German flag, Light-wing extremists have flocked Lo them. 

"Since the autumn of 20J4, we have also been dealing with an insidious reinterpretation of our national colors," Brissa said. "Thejoy over 

, · ,rid l up ,.·;rtor: ;n hr:r,il had not yet faded when, a few months later, the [far-right, anti-Islam] PEGlD.'\ demnnstranons began in Dresden. 

Since then, black-red-gold has become a constant, highly visible accompaniment to right-wing protests 'against the system.' The big presence 

of these colors on the streets has been surpassed by their even bigger presence on social media. Since then, too many of our citizens believe 

that black-red-gold is a symbol of the extreme right - which, of course, is nonsense." 

ln a speech in November 2020, German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier warned that the German flag should not be abandoned by society 

and left to the right-wing extremists. 

"Black, red, gold - these are the colors of our democratic history," he said. "We must not allow them to be appropriated and misused by those 

who want to ignite fresh nationalist hat.red.'' 

Gaps in knowledge and education 

According to Biermann, one of the reasons for people's uneasy relationship with the German flag is a lack of knowledge about the history and 

significance of the three colors. 

"Many Germans simply don't know what the symbol black-red-gold actually stands for. It must be said that this is a failure on the part of 

schools," he says. Consequently, people are not sure what Germany's national colors actually mean. 

Elissa is committed to raising awareness aboul black-red-gold: "The aim is t.o persuade more people Lo develop positive feelings for the 

symbols of our state, and to connect with them because they have a better understanding of their meaning and content." 


