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REVEALED: What do Austrians think about foreigners? 

The generational divide 

Overall, the opinion towards foreigners in Austria is divided, with 45 per cent saying living with 
migrants was "rather bad". However, 47 per cent said living with migrants was "rather good". 

Then there are differences in age and education with 63 per cent of 
Austrians aged 16 to 29 considering coexistence to be "rather good", 
compared to 57 per cent of people aged 60-plus viewing coexistence 
with foreigners as functioning poorly. 

For Austrians with a university education, the rate of a positive attitude 
towards living with foreigners rose to 61 per cent. 

The report also shows that more than half of all Austrians (62 per cent) 
surveyed said they have regular contact with immigrants. 

Younger people with a high level of education were more likely to have 
regular contact with non-Austrians, but 47 per cent of Austrian people 
aged 60-plus have almost no contact with immigrants. 

Additionally, 46 per cent of Austrians think living with foreigners has 
worsened, compared with 22 per cent who saw an improvement. 

Again, this can be broken by demographics with 39 per cent of 16 to 
19-year-olds seeing an improvement, but only 16 per cent of people 
aged 60-plus saying the same. 

The geographical and financial divide 

The results show that in smaller communities, 42 per cent said they 
have no contact with the immigrant population. 

This is not surprising as the majority of Austria's internationaJ residents 
live in larger towns and cities. 

For example, only 29 per cent of people living in Vienna and born in 
Austria said they have no contact with foreigners. 

Likewise, Austrian people that identified with struggling financially were 
less likely to have posibve attitudes or even regular contact with 
Immigrants. 

The report reveals that people that are comfortable financially are more 
than twice as likely to have contact with immigrants when compared 
with those with less money. 


