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Austria vs Germany: Which country is better to move to? 

32.5 percent for €18,000 to €31,000. 

42 percent for €3 1,000 to €60,000. 

48 percent for €60,000 to €90,000. 

50 percent for €90,000 to € 1 ,000,000. 

55 percent for earnings above €1,000,000. 

While in Germany the tax rates for 2022 are: 

0 percent for earnings up to €9,984. 

14 to 42 percent for €9,985 to €58,596. 

42 percent for €58,597-€277,825. 

45 percent for €277,826 and above. 

As you can see, it's likely you will end up paying more income ta,x in Austria than in Gennany -
especially in the higher eamings brackets. 

Then there are mandatory social security payments to consider, which cover healthcare, pension 

and unemployment insurance. 

In Austria, both the employer and the employee are required to pay social insurance 
contributions. The amount will depend on income up to a ceiling amount of €62,640 per year or 
€5,220 per month. 

In Ge11nany, there is a similar system (both employer and employee pay) and the average total 
social insurance contribution for employees is around 20 to 22 peroent of your annual salary. 

In the case of self-employment, individuals in both Austria and Germany make payments 
directly to the social insurance provider. 

Bow much you ultimately pay in truces and social insurance will depend on how much you earn. 
In Austria you can expect to pay out around 30 percent of your gross earnings, while in Germany 
the amount i s usually slightly higher, i.e. 36~38 percent. 

Visas 

For people from non-EU countries that want to move to either Austria or Germany, a visa is 

required. 

In Austria, there are three types of work permit to apply for: restricted ( for one year), standard 
(two years) and unrestricted (for five years). What you can get will depend on your situation. 

There are also student and graduate visas, as well as a start-up founder route, which requires a 

€50,000 investment in a company. 

Another investment-style visa in Austria is known as the Self-Employed Key Worker permit and 
involves investing € 100,000 into the Austrian economy, as well as the creation of new jobs or 

technologies. 


