
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL social customs 

WIE MACHT MAN FREUNDE IN CSTERREICH / HOW TO MAKE 

FRIENDS IN AUSTRIA 

9. Tipping - in restaurants and bars a service charge is not included in the bill. Staff will expect you to round 

your bill up to the nearest even number by about 10%. So if your bill is €28 and you are satisfied_ witb__!_he 

service round it up to €30 and pay that amount to the waiter. To avoid getting short changed remember that 

saying "danke" when presenting your payment is the Austrian equivalent to saying, "keep the change". Another 

signal for keeping the change is "Stimmt so." Leaving a restaurant without paying at all, let a lone tipping, is 

considered a serious breach of etiquette. 

10. Chivalry. Traditionally, an Austrian man will open doors for a woman, help her into her coat, move her 

chair, and so on. This is considered good etiquette, and is still common in certain social environments in 

Austria. Some younger women may consider this behaviour patronising. If in doubt, just ask. Also, don't move 

the chair while the woman is still sitting in it. 

11 . Nudity, or top Jess sunbathing can be common at lakes in the summer but as a rule of thumb look at the 

locals' behaviour and follow their example. An FKK sign at pools and lakes indicates that this is a zone for nude 

swimming and sunbathing. Usually, nudity is unacceptable in restaurants or the U-Bahn, according to most 

social commentators. 

12. Smoking. Smoking among young people is very common in Austria. In Viennese dialect, you can ask your 

friends for a cigarette with the words 'Host a Chic?' A common way to approach a stranger is to ask if they 

have a light for your cigarette, but this is considered to be in poor taste if they're vaping with an \?-l _._· 1 

Finally, it's considered very rude to bogart a joint if someone in the circle hasn't yet taken a hit. 


