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Tips for how to make friends in Austria from those who have done it 

"Have kids! That was the time I really became integrated through Elki 
(parent and child groups), Kindergarten, etc.,'' said Katie, a musician 
in Lower Austria. 

Be patient (and realistic) 

Building close ties takes time wherever you are in the world, and 
even if Austria might have its own specific challenges, patience will 
always help. 

"Don't try too hard. Just be there and do ordinary things. Shop in the 
village, spend time in the garden if you have one and take an interest. 

OtheIWise, it just takes time! Just be who you are and don't try to do 
stuff you don't enjoy!" was a response from a couple in Burgenland. 

A British retiree in the Salzburg region also shared some words of 
wisdom for any foreign residents feeling frustrated or lonely. 

"I would always hold onto the reason you wanted to come to Austria 
in the first place. It is a beautiful place, and so keep that fire alight for 
your decision. Don't try and force friendship. But go to events, and 
festivals and join in; be seen, so that people see you are supporting 
local activities," he said. 

1'Accept that over time you will build up a circle of friends and 
acquaintances, but you will always be a bit of 
an Auslander (foreigner). Go with the flow, you can still contribute and 
be a strong member of your community if you are prepared to join in." 

Who did we speak to? 

Our survey was open to any foreign residents living in Austria, and 
we received 69 responses. We heard from people in each of Austria's 
nine regions (though just over half were in Vienna) who had lived in 
Austria from between one and 40 years, including people who had 
moved for work, studies, love, adventure, and as a refugee. It wasn't 
compulsory for respondents to share information about their age or 
nationality, but from those who gave this info, respondents were aged 
between 19 and 74 and came from at least 23 different countries on 
six continents. 
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