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Tips for how to make friends in Austria from those who have done it 

"Everything here must be scheduled, even just a simple hang out" 

said Daniel, a 32-year-old from Romania, who was one of several 

readers to comment on the less spontaneous culture compared to 

southern Europe and South America in particular. 

A Cuban reader, Julio, noted: "If you come from a country like ours, 

where people are spontaneous and open and enjoy to talk with 

strangers in the street and public transport, be prepared for change, 
because here that doesn't exist." 

A British reader aged 60 in the Salzburg region was one of several 

who spoke positively about community spirit and friendly neighbours 

in Austrian villages as opposed to cities. 

"I have found the Austrians in our village really really friendly, I guess 

if you are prepared to be friendly and open in return," he said. "Our 

immediate neighbours are wonderful. They have always encouraged 

us to take part in everything, meet villagers and have only spoken to 

us gently in German, to help us learn. Respect the local traditions, 

respect the local regulations, join in and find out what is important 

and how festivals, especially church activities, are conducted and 

what the relevance is. In other words, learn about the area where you 

live and what happens when." 

Make the first move.,. 

Several of our readers described Austrian culture as "introverted" or 

"reserved" or even "unapproachable", and said that it often falls to 

new arrivals to reach out directly to others if they want to build 
friendships. 

"I think you need to be fairly outgoing to begin with. Teetotal 
introverted vegetarians will struggle!" joked John, a British pensioner. 

"Be ready to try things out of your comfort zone. Connect with people 

on social media, ask questions, speak to people face to face etc.," 
said a Maltese IT worker. 

"I met one person through a club, he introduced me to a group of 

friends who really accepted me and we became really close. But this 

was after I realised I need to make the first step. I wasn't used to it," 

said a 20-year-old Russian who moved to Austria to study. 


