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The Austrian folklore, myths, and legends you should know about 

Every country has its own folklore and Austria is no exception. Get ready to 
impress your Austrian friends with knowledge about the country's unique and 
mysterious legends. 

Many newcomers to Austria will be surprised to discover the many myths, legends and 
superstitions that exist in the Alpine Republic. 

Some say it's because Austria is a Catholic country, whereas others say it goes back to 
Austria's strong farming roots and close connection to nature. 

Whatever the reason, there is a wealth of folklore that still exists today. Here are some of 
the most prominent Austrian legends and the stories behind them. 

The Nachtkrapp 

Nachtkrapp - or night Raven, in English - is a giant nocturnal bird-like creature in Austrian 
and South German folklore. The legend is that the Nachtkrapp hunts at night and is used 
to scare children into going to bed on time. 

The Nachtkrapp is described as having holes for eyes that are said to represent death. 
Likewise, if someone looks into the holes in the Nachtkrapp's wings they will become 
unwell. 

The dark version of the Nachtkrapp story is that if a child witnesses the bird they will be 
abducted and taken back to the nest to be eaten. 

The lig~ter version is that the Nachtkrapp will place children in a bag and fly away. Either 
way, qwte scary stuff for kids. 

Not all stories about the Nachtkrapp are about kidnapping though. In Burgenland there 
are stories about the Guter Nachtkrapp (the goodnight Raven) which flies into children's 
rooms and sings them to sleep. 

The old wives' tales about Nachtkrapp are believed to originate from rook infestations in 
Central Europe that became an existential threat to farmers. 


