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How to drink coffee like an Austrian 

If there's one image that comes to mind when you think of Austria, it's probably 
the grand interior and delicious aroma of a traditional coffeehouse. 

There's an etiquette and special language to drinking coffee In Austria, 
but even as a nM-native you can pick it up. 

The Austrians love their coffee. While they might not rank among the top five coffee 
consuming nations in terms of quantity drunk (the Scandinavians have that honour), 
that may well be because here, it's all about quality. 

The story goes that coffeehouse culture first came to Vienna after the Siege of Vienna 
in the late 17th century, when a local named Georg Franz Kolschitzky used coffee left 
behind by the Turkish invaders to set up the first coffeehouse. Kolschitzy is honoured by 
a street and statue that you can see today in Vienna's fourth district (Kolschitzkygasse; 
the statue is at the intersection with FavoritenstraP..e). 

But like many great stories, it's not actually true. Vienna owes its coffeehouse tradition 
to the Armenian Johannes Diodato, who was granted the honour of being the city's only 
trader allowed to sell coffee for some years. Once this was relaxed, the coffeehouses 
soon spread. 

That's actually later than coffeehouses arrived in countries like neighbouring Germany 
and Italy, but something about it took off in Austria. Over the following decades, new 
trends were adopted here which have become synonymous with the Austrian 
coffeehouse, including providing newspapers to encourage patrons to linger over their 
drinks, and serving hot food. 

Until 1856, women were not allowed in coffeehouses unless they worked there, but 
today they are a meeting point for people from all parts of society, tourists and locals 
alike. Here are the keys to unlocking this aspect of Austrian culture. 

Take your time 

As mentioned above, coffeehouses started offering newspapers as early as the 1720s, 
and the tradition is still going strong today, with newspaper tables for you to browse 

from. 


