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Where in Austria do all the Americans live? 

Why do Americans live in Austria? 

There are many different reasons why Americans move to Austria, ranging from work to 

study to love. 

Jacki Hafellner, from Rochester in New York, moved to Graz. in 2016 to be with her 

husband after originally spending a summer in the city in 2014 for an opera programme. 

She told The Local: "I met my husband seven years ago when I was singing at the 

casino. 

"I gave birth to our oldest son nine months later In Philadelphia and then spent a year 

teaching in Tampa, Florida, with our son in daycare while my then-boyfriend was in 

Graz. 

"I quit my job a year later and moved here so we could all be together." 

Work and family are the most common reasons for Americans to move to Austria, but 

the nature and landscape is often cited as a reason for staying long-term. 

Lizzie, from San Diego, said: "Waking up to beautiful views is still my favourite part of 

being here." 

"Back home, I woke up to annoying sounds and traffic outside my window." 

But Isabella in Klagenfurt said that although she enjoys living in Austria, it's a tough 

country to move to. 

She said: "I wish I could say that people who ':Int to move here without :my family or job can do it 

easily with the right effort, but that is just not fj~ c.ase. 

wit's really a hard country to immigrate to, especially on your own with no family member 

or company to sponsor you." 

How does Austria compare with other EU countries? 

Austria is a small country, which means there are less American citizens living here 

compared to the neighbours. 

In Germany, there are 117,450 Americans living in the country, according to the !atesl 

.:lata from Destatis. 

In France, there are around 31,000 US residents, according to France's national 

otat,stics agency INSEE. Although the US Embassy estimates the real number could be 

much higher. 

finally, Spain is another popular European destination for US residents with figures 

from the IJ,sht "ol [JJ,1,Jr , , r1i=1 showing 40,712 Americans living in Spain 


