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How to spot an Austrian abroad 

We don't all wear Lederhosen 

It used to be quite normal to wear Lederhos en and traditional Austrian skirts (Dirndls) for important 

occasions. Nowadays it's something you'll only see in the countryside or at yearly dress-up events, like 

a folk-themed fete. 

In cities like Vienna, it's seen as nationalistic and right-wing to wear Lederhosen in everyday life. But 

many expat Austrians enjoy bringing their Lederhosen to their host country as they can wear them 

without being seen as racists. Lederhosen are not particularly comfortable but they are a good choice to 

wear when paying a visit to the Austrian embassy, going to a fancy evening event, and of course 

entertaining friends. 

And we can't all dance 

A friend recently asked me if every Austrian learns how to waltz in school. No, not all of us learn how to 

waltz - just as very few Brits learn how to make fish and chips in school! 

You can usually spot the Austrian on a night out, because they will be standing at the bar drinking beer 

instead of getting their groove on on the dance floor. Yes, even if the DJ starts playing waltz music. But if 

Falco's Rock me Amadeus is played in a club, watch the Austrians go wild. It's the only song from an 

Austrian musician to ever climb to the top of the US charts. And remarkably it's still popular in '80s clubs 

around the world. 

Clueless about The Sound of Music 

Aside from Hitler (see my previous point), and kangaroos (sadly, there are no kangaroos in Austria), 

people abroad love to ask me about a movie called The Sound Of Music. It's famous all over the world 

for its romantic story set in the Austrian Alps but none of us has ever watched it. In our eyes The Sound 

of Music is a great song from our national hero, pop singer Falco (see above), and nothing else ... 


