
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

OSTERREICHISCHER LEBENSTIL UND OSTERREICHISCHE 
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6 ways you might be annoying your neighbors 
(and not realizing it) in Austria 

It's always a good idea to get to know the neighbours - especially when 

living in a new country.Austria has its own peculiar set of cultural norms. 

Here's how you might be breaking some or all of them - and how to foe it. 

It's always a good idea to get to know the neighbours - especially when 

living in a new country. 

Not only does it display good manners, but it also shows a willingness to 

embrace the new culture and integrate with the locals. 

Some people tell us they've found it difficult to get along with the neighbours 

when moving to Austria. 

But while Austrians can be direct and sometimes curt. their frostiness could 

also be because you are breaking some unwritten rules. 

Here are six ways you might be annoying your neighbours - and how to fix 

it. 

Sharing is caring 

If you grow vegetables in a garden on a balcony, it's always nice to ask your 

neighbours if they would like some. 

Sharing food is a friendly move and a great way to bul Id a sense of 

community. It's an easy ice-breaker with the neighbours and it stops unused 

food from going to waste. 

And you never know, you might get some home-grown produce back in 

return 

It's rude to stare? Not In Austria ... 

Staring isn't considered rude in Austria, which can be hard to get used to if 

you're from a country where stanng 1s actually very rude. 

So, if you're the new kid on the block, you should expect some staring as the 

neighbours try to get a glimpse of who has moved in. 

But instead of being offended, use it as an opportunity to say hello and 

introduce yourself instead. 

Communication is key - especially regarding parties or noise 

If you're planning a big party or having building work done on your house, 

then it's nice to let the neighbours know - especially if it's going to be loud 

No one likes to be woken up by a drill in the morning, or kept awake by loud 

music at night, but most people will be understanding if they've been 

informed in advance. 

The best way to do this is to knock on your neighbours door and have a 

quick chat, or even invite them If you're having a party. 


