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Germany from A to Z 
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With a few exceptions, "Made in German~" is an international mark of excellence 

Germans are fond of being known for their efficiency - something often referred to by foreigners, as well, by way of both praise and 

stereotype. Both inside and outside the country, for decades the label "Made in Gennany" has been taken as an endorsement of a product's 

reliability, value and longevity. 

State oflaw (rule oflaw) 

By law, state power is officially kept in check in Germany. Laws - especia1ly the Basic Law - are intended to ensure freedom in particular. 

The constitution has the special function of ensuring human dignity, freedom, justice and the security of rights. In practical terms, this 

means that the official decisions of all types of authorities can be appealed to independent courts. 

Xenophobia 

According to Webster, xenophobia means "fear or hatred" of foreigners. In Germany, xenophobia manifests in verbal, physical and po1itical 

attacks on people from elsewhere - often against refugees. By the end of October 201.5, Germany's .Federal Criminal Office had registered 

more than 460 xenophobic attacks, more than twice as many as in the same period in 2014. 

Yoga 

Yoga is a form of physical and spiritual exercise that originated in India and has its roots in the Hindu religion. Still considered an "exotic" 

form of exercise in the 1960s and '70s, yoga has since become quite common. Nearly every city offers an assortment of courses for many 

types of yoga, each with its different emphases - on physical fitness, flexibility, spiritual exercise or some combination of those. 

Zeitgeist 

A word that needs no translation - largely because it has been taken up as is by English and so many other languages - zeitgeist refers to the 

spirit of the times, be it cultural, political or social. It's rarely used in the negative, and to keep the good times going, more than a few bars 

abroad have named themselves that. It's also rarely used in the present, so don't look too hard for the zeitgeist: You might just be missing 

the "'lOment. 


