
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UND DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

Germany from A to Z 

On November 10. 1989, East and West Germans celebrated en masse together 

Partition, German 

After World War II, Germany spent four decades divide<l on Cold War lines: in the west, the capitalist Federal Republic, a member of 

NATO, and in the east the Soviet-influenced German Democratic Republic, a Warsaw Pact member. With people leaving the East in droves 

by 1961, authorities built a wall to keep them in. The German Democratic Republic ordered soldiers to shoot anyone trying to flee over the 

highly militarized border between the two countries. Eight hundred and seventy-two people were shot. The German Democratic Republic 

opened the border on November 9, 1989. On October 3, 1990, East and West reunited to form the complete Federal Republic of Germany. 

Since then, October 3 has been a national holiday. 

Physical punishment 

Spankings and other forms of corporal punishment of children rarely come up in everyday conversation - they are no longer allowed. 

Germany used to permit a certain level of corporal punishment, but officials have since determined that children have a right to a violence

free upbringing. Partners are also forbidden from abusing one another, and corporal punishment is not allowed in schools, youth 

cu1 rectional facilities or the military. 

Political parties 

According to Article 2 1 of the constitution, Germany's parties "participate in the formation of the political will of the people." By law, "their 

internal organization must conform to democratic principles." With about half a million members each, Germany's Lwo biggest political 

parties are the Christian Democrats and Social Democrats. Bavaria's Christian Social Union has about 140,000 members. The Left, Greens 

and Free Democrats have about 60,000 members each. Any group of citizens can found a party at any time. They have to follow the 

constitution, form il according to democratic rules, put forth a program and charter - and, of course, have mem;.,""rs. 


