
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

Homosexuality 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UNO DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
{German Lifestyle and Culture) 

Germany from A to Z 

Germans have a general social acceptance of LGBT people, and most forms of discrimination are officially forbidden. Registered 

paitnerships offer most benefits of marriage. 

Immigration 

For years, German leaders had spoken out against the idea of the country as a land of migrants. This stance was especially apparent in the 

use of the term "guest worker," which was long used to describe the South Europeans who began coming to Germany in the 1960s for 

officially temporaty industrial sector jobs. As a result, the country has become a de facto land of migrants, though not in the same sense 

that the United States or Canada is. Businesses seeking skilled workers have long advocated for more immigration, and the social security 
' 

payments made by foreign employees have helped allay strains on the country's aging population. 

Income tax 

Whetl1er self-employed or contracted, all workers in Gennany are meant to contribute income tax, which is generally automatically 

withheld from wages by the authorities. Rent and investment income are also subject to tax. Tax evasion is severely punished. 

Integration 

Over the decades, people from many parts of the world have migrated to Germany. To avoid the emergence of"parallel societies," Germany 

has created an integration regime, offering courses in language, national values, politics, economics, land and people. Civil societies and 

associations also play an important role in integration. The federal government has an integration commissioner and several states have a 

minister dedicated to integration. 

Justice 

Germany has enshrined the separation of powers, giving judges maximum independence. Judicial security is highly valued and protected, 

and comts also critically examine the actions of authorities. Should circumstances require, citizens can also appeal judicial decisions to 

higher courts. 


