
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

Constitution 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UNO DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

Germany from A to Z 

Enacted on May 23, 1949, Gennany's Basic Law sets fo1th the rights officially enjoyed by the country's citizens. ft was written with the 

abuses of Nazism in mind, as well as the failures of the interwar Weimar Republic. The constitution foremost emphasizes human dignity 

for citizens: the right to free personal development, individual freedom, life and physical integrity. In theory, these rights are a citizen's 

first defenses againsl state transgressions. The constitution also emphasizes binary gender equality and forbids discrimination on religious. 

political or most other grounds. TI1e Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe decides on constitutional matters. 

Culture 

Germany is a country rich in culture, with long traditions of theater, opera, museums, publishing and festivals. Officially, culture is a 

matter handled by individual states. 'The federal government only bolds sway over a few cultural institutions. 

Deutschland 

The German name for Germany, home to 80 million people and the most populous member of the European Union. The country was 

divided into the eastern German Democratic Republic and western Federal Republic for four decades following World War Il. 

Reunificalion on October 3, 1.990, integrated the former East Germany into the Federal Republic. Germany has 16 states, each with their 

own governing bodies for ed11cation, culture and police. The country boasts Europe's largest economy. As a founding member oftbe EU, 

Germany helped bring about the euro. 

Education 

Compulsory for all children aged 6 and older, education is very important in Germany. A basic education generally consists of 10 years of 

schooling, which, along with books and other learning and teaching materials, is funded by the state. Higher education is also generally 

funded. One may apply for university or career training after at least 12 years of basic education. Particular to Germany is a system that 

places sh1dents with a company for on-the-job training in addition to studies to prepare for a career_ 

Equality 

In Germany, which appointed its first female chancellor in 2005, men and women have equal rights and all forms of discrimination are 

officially forbidden. Authorities and aid organizations are at the ready to help those who experience domestic violence. Many cities 11ave 

emergency shelters for women who have experienced abuse. 

European Union 

The Emopean Union is the only body of its type in the world, with 28 member states ceding a portion of their sovereignty to a 

supranational authority. With 500 million inhabitants, the Europe;in Union is the world's largest common market. However, the EU is 

more than an economic body: It has the impo1tant function of maintaining peace in Europe, which experienced contincntwide war twice in 

a 30-year period in the early 20th century. 

Football 

Germany won the 2014 World Cup - and three before that: 1954, 1974 and 1990. Soccer - as it is known in the US - is the national sport. 

About 7 million children, youths and adults are registered with the German Footbal1 Association (DFB) as active players, making it the 

world's largest sport authority. The most successful German soccer team is Bayern Munich, which has won 25 national championships and 

five Champions Le;iguc titles. With more than 250,000 members, the Bayern Munich fan club is the world's second largest. 


