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(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

Germany from A to Z 

The famous luxury brand still ])ears the name of German automotive inventor Carl Benz 

Automobiles 

The German Carl Benz is known as the inventor of the modern automobile. And the automobile industry is an essential branch of the 

nationaJ economy. German cars are internationally renowned. In 2014, about 44 million cars were registered in Germany. Two out of every 

th1·ee adults is an automobile owner in a country that drives on the right-hand side of the road. 

Bread 

Bread is considered a basic element of Germany's food pyramid, and there is a large variety of it. German bakeries often offer shelf after 

shelf of bread, with different grains and grain combinations and several methods of baking. Southern Germans enjoy "bread time," a meal 

between meals made up of bi-ead, butter, cheese and/ or sausage - often washed down with a liter of beer. 

Carnival 

As winter makes its ex.it, the Rhineland and pmts of southern Germany suit up for Carnival. It's an exuberant binge before Lent, the 40-day 

Catholic fasting period ahead of Easter. In the main celebration cities of Cologne, Dusseldorf and Mainz, Carnival features several days of 

street festivals beginning on the last Thursday before Lent and ending on Ash Wednesday. Millions pul on costumes over the course of the 

week. 

Christianity 

About 60 percent of Germans consider themselves Christian - the bulk of them members of the official Catholic or Protestant churches. 

However, Germany is officially secular and religion is considered a private affair. Still, Christianity pervades Germany, with most holidays 

having a biblical basis. Several "other" religions have also found a home in Germany, which is home to about nearly 4.5 million Muslims, or 

up to 5.5 percent of the population; another 1 percent comprises a combined 270,000 Buddhists, 200,000 Jews, 120,000 Hindus, 60,000 

Yazidi, 5,000 to 10,000 Sikhs and 6,000 Bahai. 

Clocks 
Germany is a land of clocks. They're all over the streetscape - from the towers of churches to the watches on so many wrists. Punctuality is 

a vntue, and tardiness is extremely uncivil. Keeping appointments is obligatory. One should inform the uthcr party if one cannot. 


