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Germany from A to Z 
Important topics in a nutshell. Thirty-eight tips for understanding Germany andthe Germans. 

The German military has about 180,000 active troops. Armed deployments must be approved by parliament. Rare exceptions such as 

immediate defense needs allow for deployment without a Bundestag vote. A battle-weary West Germany cautiously built its new army in 

the aftermath of two losing World Wars in the first half of the 20th century. The army was formally established in 1955, six years after the 

founding of the Federal Republic of Germany - and with much contention. During the Cold War, the sole purpose of the West's army was 

national defense. In the 1990s, a united Germany sent its military abroad on peacekeeping missions, generally in cooperation with NATO, 

of which Germany is a member. 

Asylum 

As a matter of principle, Germany grants asylum to people who are politically, religiously or ethnically persecuted. Applications are siibject 

to a thorough verification process. Officials will deny asylum to those who they determine do not meet the standards. Applicants must then 

leave the country within a specified time period. 

Associations 

Germany is a land of associations, with the number quintupling over the past 40 years - to about 600,000 now registered nationwide. 

However, the rate of membership has not: In 1990 62 percent of citizens belonged to a club, by 2000 that number had dropped to 53 

percent, and in 2014 only about 44 percent held membership in an association. Germans are especially fond of spo1ts clubs, with about one 

in five holding membership in one. However, there are also associations dedicated to hobbies and interests, music and singing, gardening 

and animal-breeding, and bowling. 

Auschwitz 

The camp in occupied Poland was one of seven extermination sites used by Germany during the reign of Adolf Hitler. Nearly 1 million Jews 

were murdered at Auschwitz compound from 1940 to 1945, in addition to tens of thousands of Poles, Roma, Soviet prisoners of war and 

others, for a total of 1.1 million people. The Soviet Red Army liberated Auschwitz on January 27, 1945, a date that has become known as 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day. The Nazis ki11ed more than 11 million people during the Holocaust, including 6 million Jews. 

but also Roma, LGBT people, political opponents, Slavs and people with disabilities. 


