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7 Things the Covid-19 crisis has taught us about Germany 

German efficiency is not real (at least sometimes) 

Those of us who've lived in Germany for a while have always known this. 

But t he slow start to the vaccine rollout and t he bungled handling of the 

second and third wave confirmed it to the rest of the world. Complicated 

vaccine procedures across states and burdensome bureaucracy led 

people outside the Bundesrepublik to ask: where is the efficient Germany 

that we've been told about? 

The fact is that, despite Germany providing a relatively high standard of 

living to residents and being advanced when it comes to lots of 

technologies, there is still a lack of flexibility in German culture - in 

services that deal with people especially - and an obsession with rules 

and regulations. 

And, as we mentioned above, the country is still struggling to move to the 

modern age, which all contributes to tiresome bureaucratic procedures. 

However, one thing to point out is that when Germany wants to get things 

done, it does them at full force. 

After several government 'vaccine summits' and looking inward to f igure 

out what's going on, Germany ramped up its vaccine rollout and has been 

breaking European records on the number of Covid jabs administered in a 

day. 

There's even been talk - at least by Bavaria's premier - of giving out 

,a,-crnes 1n supermarkets. drive-ins and pharmacies, US-style. Oh how 

we'd love to see it! 

Germany is a social welfare state - or at least tries to be 

As I have only lived the pandemic in Germany, it's hard to compare it to 

other countries when it comes to support for residents hit badly by the 

crisis. But from speaking to lots of different people and covering the 

pandemic, it seems clear that Germany has not been afraid to give 

money out to individuals and industries when needed. 

At the very start of the pandemic, the government launched 

the Kurzarbeit(reduced working hours) scheme and aid packages -

str~mline_cj to include as little bureaucracy as possible. 

There's been extra support for parents in the form of Kinderge/d and tax 

allowances catered for people who've had to work from home. 

Could it be better? Of course. One hundred percent. But it's good to know 

that we live in a society with a safety net that can support us during the 

worst times. 

The impact of the pandemic also forced the government to temporarily 

abandon its cherished "debt brake", a constitutionally enshrined rule that 

forbids the government from borrowing more than 0.35 percent of gross 

domestic product (GDP). Raking up new debt is hard for the Germans, 

but some crisis are just too big to avoid it. 

Fax machines are still commonplace in Germany, but there are more 

services moving online. 


