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THE 20 KEY STATS THAT HELP EXPLAIN GERMANY TODAY 

7. As of May 2019, Bavaria was the German city with the lowest unemployment (2. 9 percent) and 

Bremen in north Germany had the highest, at 10 percent. 

With its high costs - but also high standards of living - it may come as little surprise that industry

rich Bavaria enjoys a very low unemployment rate. In harbourside Bremen in northern Germany -

where nearly one in four people is classified as poor - it is particularly high. There is hope, however: 

unemployment has from the year before and global giant Amazon 

, and looking to hire locals. 

8. The average income in Germany for full-time workers is €3,770. 

There remains, however, a sharp pay gap between men and women. Men earn an average of €3,960 

working full time, whereas women earn €3,330. 

9. As of May 2019, the unemployment rate in Germany was 4. 9 percent. 

This is the lowest level in the country since Reunification in 1990. This is much lower than in seyeral 

of its neighbouring European countries such as France, 

10. Exports made up 35.7 percent of Germany's GDP in 2018 

There's little doubt that Germany is an export economy, with the majority of its exports (6.2 percent) 

being pharmaceutical products. 

11 . The average working week in Germany is 40 hours. 

Many employees, however, report logging long overtime hours. Yet on the other hand, industrial 

workers recently won the right to a 28 hour work week for two years in order to spend more t ime 

with their families. 

12. The average '"'rocessing length of a tax return is 56. 1 days. 

The state with the longest processing time is Lower Saxony at 65.7 days, and the state with the 

shortest processing time is Saarland at 48.7 days. 

13. Germany has a poverty rate of 15. 7 percent. 

A total of 12.5 million Germans are classified as poor, with a significant gap between the richest 

and poorest: the top 20 percent of the population earns a full four t imes more than those from the 

bottom 20 percent. 


