
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL verkehrsmittel 

RADFAHREN / CYCLING 

cycling: das Radfahren 
• bicycle: das Fahrrad, die Fahrrader; das Rad, die Rader 
• motorcycle: das Motorrad, die Motorrader 
• moped, motor-scooter: das Moped, die Mopeds 
• electronic bicycle with pedals: das Mofa, die Mofas 
• bicycle path: der Radweg, die Radwege 

10 important rules and tips for cycling safety on German streets 

1 . Overtake other bikers on the left 

In Germany as in many other countries, just like motorists, cyclists riae on the right side of the road. 

And while it might seem obvious to overtake other riders on the left - whether or not on dedicated 

bike paths - you'd be surprised how many cyclists ,stay in the middle or the left side of lanes. 

Those who choose to cycle slowly should be considerate and stick close to the right of the bike lane 

- this enables others who are riding at a quicker pace to have enough room and to easily overtake 

them. 

I've lost count of the number of times I've seen cyclists biking on the sidewalk in order to overtake 

slow riders, but technically this isn't allowed as the sidewalks are meant for pedestrians. 

2. Familiarize yourself with road signs 

While the stop sign is recognized by most people regardless of the language they speak, other signs 

aren't as universal. 

For instance, wherever a yield sign is posted (a red and white upside down triangle), just like 

motorists, cyclists must give priority to other vehicles and wait. Other signs, such as the white and 

yellow one shaped like a diamond, conversely mean that drivers have to give you the right of way. 

Another sign (number 254 in image) that's circular and red and white with an image of a bicycle in 

the middle means that cyclists are prohibited from entering the street. 

Conversely, if you ~ee a blue sign with a white bike on it (237), you can be assured that the route is 

only for cyclists. 

But if you see a blue sign that has another image on it (and no bike) then you are not allowed to 

enter (e.g. the sign with an image of a bus indicates that only buses may drive on the street). 


