
HA VE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL DEUTSCH 

Wo spricht man Deutsch? I Where is German spoken as main language? 

Deutschland I Osterreich / Schweiz I Liechtenstein 

Austrian German 

Dialects and standard language: overview 

■ Dialects of the Austro-Bavarian group, which also comprises the dialects of German Bavaria 

■ Central Austro-Bavarian (along the main rivers Isar and Danube, spoken in the northern 

parts of the State of Salzburg, Upper Austria, Lower Austria, Vienna (see Viennese 

German) and the Northern Burgenland) 

■ Southern Austro-Bavarian (in Tyrol, South Tyrol, Carinthia, Styria, and the southern parts 

of Salzburg and Burgenland). 

■ Vorarlbergerisch, spoken in Vorarlberg, is a High A1emannic dialect. 

■ Standard German, called "High German" (German: Standardsprache by philologists, but 

generally referred to as Hochdeutsch) in Austria. 

Dialects: lntercomprehensibility and regional accents 

While strong forms of the various dialects are not normally fully comprehensible to Northern Germans, 

there is virtually no communication barrier to speakers from Bavaria. The Central Austro-Bavarian 

dialects are more intelligible to speakers of Standard German than the Southern Austro-Bavarian 

dialects of Tyrol. Viennese, the Austro-Bavarian dialect of Vienna, is most frequently used in Germany 

for impersonations of the typical inhabitant of Austria. The people of Graz, the capital of Styria, speak 

yet another dialect which is not very Styrian and more easily understood by people from other parts of 

Austria than other Styrian dialects, for example from western Styria. 

Simple words in the various dialects are very similar, but pronunciation is distinct for each and, after 

listening to a few spoken words it may be possible for an Austrian to realise which dialect is being 

spoken. However, in regard to the dialects of the deeper valleys of the Tirol, other Tyroleans are often 

unable to understand them. Speakers from the different states of Austria can easily be distinguished from 

each other by their particular accents (probably more so than Bavarians), those of Carinthia, Styna, 

Vienna, Upper Austria, and the Tirol being very characteristic. Speakers from those regions, even those 

speaking Standard German, can usually be easily identified by their accent, even by an untrained 

listener. 

Several of the dialects have been influenced by contact with non-Germanic linguistic groups, such as the 

dialect of Carinthia, where in the past many speakers were bilingual with Slovene, and the dialect of 

Vienna, which has been influenced by immigration drning the Austro-Hungarian period, particularly 

from what is today the Czech Republic. The German dialects of South Tyrol have been influenced by 

local Romance languages, in particular with many loan words from Italian, and Ladin. 

Interestingly, the geographic borderlines between the different accents (isoglosses) coincide strongly 

with the borders of the states and also with the border with Bavaria, with Bavarians having a markedly 

different rhythm of speech in spite of the similaritit's in the language. 

Regional dialects 

■ Viennese German 
■ Vorarlbergerisch 


